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paring the present edition four more Mss. have bejs& collated \ which we have named E. F. G. and H. as already%described, j Of the four new codices, however, two, viz., F. and\G^ giving only a few cantos need not be much commented upo^C^^iifey have both a general agreement with our original groups A. and D. and occasionally they agree with Mallinatha's commentary and sometimes with the groups B. C. and the new Mss. E. H. We have, therefore, left them out of consideration in the following comments. As to the new codices E. and H. they indicate a very strong agreement with the classes B. and 0. and more emphatically with the group B. The original classification is not therefore affected by the two Mss. just mentioned and a corroboration has been found for certain conclusions to be hereafter recorded. Now of the four groups already enunciated^ we can approximate the age of only one group, viz. B. while the age of the other groups is a matter for inference only. But the age assigned to the group B. appears to be decidedly prior to the age of the rest.
Now the text that we have adopted evidently follows that adopted by Mallin&tha whose commentary we have given. The commentary has been, so far as we could, purified of all dross due to transcription and other causes* But still we are far from being confident in the assertion that Mallinatha's commentary follows the purest text. We are diffident as to the genuineness of its text and so we propose to discuss here the merits of the various classes of codices and will try to prove that a particular one of these classes is superior to all the rest.
Apart from the question of the age of the various copies under consideration there can be detected certain broad features which give us some clue as to which class of Mss. may be considered genuine as compared with the rest. Generally speaking the difference of the contents of the several codices of a measured composition like a poem is due to two facts : the addition or omission of any stanzas ; the substitution of whole lines or expressions for presumingly original ones. Conducted on this limited field of mutation the inquiry is not very difficult and when backed by a strongly presumptive